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Posted on Thu, Aug. 05, 2004
Finding pickup game is no
sweat

Three Akron men start Web site that leads
athletes to games across country

~

WHO LIKES WAITING?

GET A DECISION IN LESS THAN

60 SECONDS WHEN YOU APPLY FOR
By Erika D. Smith THE BUSINESS GOLD CARD.
Beacon Journal staff writer

All suited up and no one to play?

> Click Here
Andrew P. Holland can identify with that
adrenaline-draining state of affairs. Soccer and \
tennis addicts aren't always easy to find, SMALL
especially addicts who are willing to take the field :g::::::-

or court at a moment's notice.

* “You get out of college, and you start your job
and your life and everything else, and you don't
have a core of friends who you know want to
play," the Akron man said.

IMAGES

Enter GameSnake.com.

The Web site, developed by Holland and two
partners, also of Akron, matches athletes with
pickup games across the country. Users can find
teammates for the most ordinary of sports --
baseball, basketball and golf -- to the weirdest --
curling, broomball and ultimate Frisbee.

Once players register, GameSnake links them by
age, gender, location and preferred sport. The
Web site, www.gamesnake.com, is free to use
and has racked up a roster of about 3,000 users
since June.

A couple of hundred people join every week.
Aaron Stamper said he turned to GameSnake
after construction at the University of Akron
closed his favorite stomping grounds for finding
pickup games. " "I think it will catch on," the
29-year-old said after a GameSnake-arranged
basketball game in Fairlawn. * " There's not a lot

Island Park in Fairlawn on Tuesday. He found the game

of people right now, but I'm real excited about using a Web site he and two partners developed called
it." GameSnake.com.

Robin Tinay Sallie/ABJ

Akron's Andrew Holland plays pickup basketball at Fort

GameSnake isn't alone in its field, but it's close. A few other Web sites link players with pickup
games, but most don't have the national scope or range of sports that GameSnake does. * *We've
had a better response than we thought we'd have," Holland said. * *We're really not spending
anything on marketing at this point."

GameSnake did get a push from a small e-mail campaign targeted at college students. Since then, it
has slithered across the country primarily based on word of mouth.

" “When we really think this is going to take off is when college students come back to campus,"
Holland said.

In the meantime, Holland and his partners -- Andrew Hopkins and Glenn Somodi -- are trying to
team up with sports facilities and associations to market GameSnake.

They've already attracted a few fans, including the National Soccer Coaches Association of America
and Pinnacle Sports in Granger Township. Pinnacle doesn't need much help drawing young athletes
to its 120,000-square-foot facility, said Marketing Manager Kristy Beal. The company runs leagues,
clinics and camps for various sports, and typically draws 4,000 young people a week. In recent
months, though, Pinnacle has tracked a growing interest in attending open gym. Beal said
GameSnake could help players organize their schedules so they can come to Pinnacle at the same
time.

* *They're working with us to see if we can get more people to come to open gym," she said, noting
that Pinnacle and GameSnake are still in the planning stages of any deal. Sports that revolve around
a loose schedule tend to be more popular with adults, many of whom can't commit to a league
because of a hectic job schedule or simple lack of organization. Holland, Hopkins and Somodi are
promoting GameSnake with that audience in mind.
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"I don't have to work real hard," explained Keith Stewart, 38, after a pickup basketball game at
Ford Island/Griffiths Park. * " The opportunities for joining a pickup game, unless you belong to a
club, get slimmer and slimmer as you get older."

Erika D. Smith can be reached at 330-996-3748 or at ersmith@thebeaconjournal.com
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